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Press Release 

Hurricane Fails to Deter UMANA Mini-Conference

(September 27, 2004 Miami Beach) With one eye on the weather forecast, and one ear anticipating evacuation orders, the Ukrainian Medical Association of North America (UMANA) succeeded in holding its Mini-Conference and Board of Directors meeting at the Loews Miami Beach Hotel, South Beach, Florida, September 23 through 25, 2004.  The conference was held concurrently with the Ukrainian American Bar Association (UABA) Convention, but was shortened by one day due to the intrusion of Hurricane Jeanne.

The theme of the conference was “Legal Issues in Medicine – Medical Issues in Law”, structured to appeal to both physicians and attorneys in the audience. Despite dire weather predictions the prior week, nearly 30 physicians from the US and Canada braved the threatening storm to attend the meeting. Interestingly, the three days before Saturday’s evacuation order were sunny and warm, with no hint of impending turmoil. The attendees were able to meet and network informally Wednesday and Thursday at the hotel and enjoy the Art-Deco surroundings of Miami Beach.  Friday, September 24, was dedicated to lectures and formal discussions.

Bohdan Iwanetz, MD, President of UMANA, warmly welcomed the gathered members Friday morning, providing an overview of not only the conference, but the latest Doppler radar reports of offshore weather. Andrew Iwach, MD, opened the scientific sessions speaking about “Glaucoma Management: Current Methods and Associated Legal Challenges.” Renata Kesala, MD, a resident in radiology in Miami, spoke about “Imaging of Substance Abuse”. Boris Leheta, MD, delivered an informative and current lecture on “Medical-legal issues in Dementia”, sparking a lively discussion with the audience regarding their personal family experiences with this condition.

Andrew E. Steckiw, Esq., President of UABA, opened the joint afternoon sessions to a combined audience of physicians and attorneys. The first panel presentation reviewed “International Adoptions: Particular Requirements of Adopting Children from Ukraine”. Halyna Kovalyova, attorney and former Consul General of Ukraine in Canada, presented the current legal framework for such adoptions.

 Maria Hrycelak, MD, explored the medical implications, risks and potential pitfalls in “International Adoptions: Getting the Bugs Out”.

A panel of attorneys Andrew J. Haliw III, Esq. and Raymond L. Feul, Esq. presented a seminar of “Succession Planning / Sale of Small Business Practices – Tax and Estate Planning Implications” that evoked great interest from individuals in both professional groups. The final speaker for the day was Taras Kochno, MD, who presented his experience with the “Medical, Legal and Ethical Aspects of Injuries”. 

Throughout the day’s sessions, and despite the still beckoningly beautiful weather, the lecture hall was filled to capacity with conference attendees, who engaged in active discussion at the end of each talk. One more formal session was scheduled for that evening.

By Friday afternoon, it was becoming apparent that the mayor of Miami was contemplating evacuation of Miami Beach Saturday morning. At that point, the UMANA Board of Directors called an urgent meeting of the members at the outdoor poolside deck of the Loews Hotel. Bright sunshine and an increasingly brisk wind oversaw a brief, efficient and motivated meeting. Taking active part were: Bohdan Iwanetz, MD (President), Ihor Fedoriw, OD (Vice-president), Andrew Iwach, MD, (President-elect), Boris Leheta, MD, (Treasurer), Ihor Voyevidka, MD (immediate past-president), Maria Hrycelak, MD (Archivist), Roxolana Horbowyj, MD, (WFUMA/SFULT Representative), Zirka Kalynych, MD, (UMANA Foundation President), and New York Metro Chapter members Diana Nychka, OD and Viktor Gribenko, MD. By executive decision, the remaining events scheduled for Saturday were cancelled, including a review of “Medical Records: Magic or Madness” by George Hrycelak, MD and Orest Bezpalko, Esq. 

Friday evening all parties gathered at the KAPZArtmosphere Gallery to hear Bohdan J. Zelechiwsky, Esq., present a “Review of the New Tougher Lower Limits (0.08) Driving While Intoxicated Laws – In a Nutshell”. Fully informed now of their rights, the group next heard from wine broker Peter Taborr on “Entertaining Clients Without the Intimidation of a Wine List”, followed by a tasting of a variety of interesting wines appropriate to any occasion and palate. 

The steadily deteriorating weather situation was by now leading to an evacuation of the hotel Saturday morning. Most UMANA members elected discretion as the better part of valor, and made arrangements to fly back to their cities of origin that morning. A sorry few were booked on late flights that never materialized. In a desperate move, just prior to the airport closing, they rented a mini-van and escaped ahead of the storm all the way to Chicago, practically non-stop.

To their credit, many UABA members chose to weather the hurricane, safely transferred to an inland hotel. There they completed the remainder of the program, hearing from the keynote speaker, Orest Deychakiwsky, on “The Turning Point: Ukrainian Elections-Ukraine, Russia, the US, West, and the Diaspora.”  Finally, they even managed to hold a gala banquet of sorts in a Cuban restaurant to top off the eventful conference.

Upon reflection, the meeting of two expert groups yielded much information valuable to each specialty. The interaction of the legal and medical professions on common ground led to renewed respect and understanding of the complexities of human relations. UMANA and UABA leader pledged to consider similar conventions in the future.  As a final memory, it is rare that UMANA conventions enter into organizational lore as adventures; this one will definitely be remembered as much more than just a scientific meeting.
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